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DA: Contaminated debris
given to homeowners

22 suspects, 9 businesses
accused in conspiracy

Suffolk DA Timothy Sini announces indictments yesterday.
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Upper Brookville’s peri-
patetic Village Hall moved in
August from a laundry build-
ing to the carriage house of a
former estate that is now
Planting Fields Arboretum
State Historic Park, its fourth
home in the past three
decades.

Its next move may be its last,
officials say.

Construction is to begin
next year on Upper Brook-
ville’s first permanent Village
Hall, on a 2-acre plot of land
that was set aside for village
offices more than 30 years ago
but has remained vacant.

Mayor Elliot Conway la-
mented that the North Shore
village of about 1,700 residents
has no central gathering place,
but the new facility will change
that.

“This creates a great sense of
neighborhood and community,”
Conway said.

Village Hall for many years
was in an elementary school
that has since been demolished,
with public hearings held in the
gymnasium and some village
board meetings in a mayor’s
basement, said Ginny Kunken,
who served on the planning
board in the 1990s when a per-
manent Village Hall was being
discussed.

A builder had donated the
mostly wooded land for a new
Village Hall in 1987 — per-
haps because of a requirement
for a cash or land donation in
exchange for building a subdi-
vision — and architectural
drawings were completed,
Kunken said. But plans for a
new building were repeatedly
delayed.

“They really wanted to do it
badly, but the money wasn’t
there,” she said.

That changed this year,
when the state approved a

$250,000 grant for the build-
ing and the village board set
aside $500,000 in surplus
funds for the project. Another
$150,000 may come from addi-
tional surplus money or dona-
tions from residents, and
$100,000 likely will come
from a fund designated for a
park or community center,
Conway said.

An architect is preparing re-
vised drawings for what will
likely be a building of about
3,500 square feet in a “tradi-
tional” residential style, he
said.

The Village Hall will double
as a venue for recitals, neigh-
borhood meetings and other
community events, Conway
said. During severe weather, it

will serve as a shelter and a
place where residents can
charge cellphones using en-

ergy from a gas-powered gen-
erator.

There also will be a dedi-
cated parking lot for the build-
ing. Visitors to the current Vil-
lage Hall must park in a grass
field, walking in the dark and
through snow during the
winter.

The new Village Hall will
have high-speed internet. With
no fiber optic or cable at the
current location, officials now
use dial-up internet that is
“very slow and subject to black-
outs,” Conway said.

The plan is to open the new
building in 2020.

“I’m excited about it,”
Kunken said. “It really gives the
village an identity we didn’t
have.”

Officials in Munsey Park
will hold a public hearing
Dec. 12 to consider a zoning
amendment that would ban
the sale of medical mari-
juana in the village.

Trustee Lawrence Ceri-
ello introduced the proposal
Nov. 14 during a village
board meeting. The pro-
posal comes one month
after North Hempstead
Town officials expressed
concerns about where medi-
cal marijuana facilities are
opening in Nassau County.

California-based MedMen
operates a dispensary in
Lake Success while Massa-
chusetts-based CuraLeaf
plans to open another dis-
pensary in Carle Place. Med-
Men officials have told
North Hempstead that the
company is considering relo-
cating the Lake Success facil-
ity to Manhasset on North-
ern Boulevard, just outside
Munsey Park.

Munsey Park residents
and trustees say they op-
pose that plan.

“We view it as a threat to
the safety and well-being of
our children and residents,”
village trustees wrote in an
October village bulletin to
residents.

The hearing will be at 7:30
p.m. at Village Hall, 1777
Northern Blvd. in Manhas-
set. — KHRISTOPHER J. BROOKS

Hearing on pot
ban next month
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Upper Brookville Mayor Elliot Conway with Ginny Kunken, left, a member of the planning board in the 1990s,
when a permanent hall was discussed, and Clerk-Treasurer Tracy Lynch. \ Video: newsday.com/nassau

A place they
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After 30-year wait, construction of a permanent Village Hall begins next year
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